WOKLD
a number of languages be found to exist, in less
than two hundred miles of coast line?
Night dances were now regularly indulged in to
welcome the arrival of so many strangers, and to
celebrate the safe return of their own people. They
always took place at Tanapata, five minutes'walk
from Anuapata. Among the Motu, the unmarried of
both sexes join in the dances, but among the Kira-
puno only the men, married and single. They dance
therefore in quite a different style, that of the
latter being particularly graceful and pleasing.
Moonlight nights are preferred, as no fire or other
light is kept burning. Dancing takes place on the
beach in front of the chief's house, commencing in
the cool of the evening, and sometimes continuing
until dawn, and it is conducted with order and pro-
priety. Just before the sun disappeared behind the
western hills the drums would commence their
monotonous beating of the tum-a-tum-tum, tum-a-
tum-tum, informing us that the amusement had
begun. . . .
The Hula (Kaipuno) dances are charmingly
graceful and pleasing, surpassing in this respect
many more civilised ones, and somewhat resemble,
a ballet. I will describe one I saw which took place
during an interval, when the dancers just referred
to were resting from their exertions. Four men
stood at one end of the open space, each beating
his drum and bending his knees to the sound about
sixty times a minute, chanting meanwhile. At the
opposite end four other dancers formed in Indian
file, and at a given signal came dancing towards
their vis-a-vis with sliding movements, bending
their lithe bodies in easy attitudes. Their chief
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